
YEAR 8 ELECTIVES HANDBOOK

Creating Tomorrow Today







WE ARE LEARNERS

WE ARE RESPECTFUL

WE ARE RESPONSIBLE





SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

SUBJECT
SESSIONS 

PER 
WEEK

SUBJECT
SESSIONS 

PER 
WEEK

Maths 5 Maths 5

English 5 English 5

Science 3 Science 3

Humanities 3 Humanities 3

PE/Health 3 PE/Health 3

Growth 2 Growth 2

Careers 1 Careers 1

Language 2 Language 2

Arts/Design/Languages
(1st / 2nd / 3rd Elective)**

2
Arts/Design/Languages
(4th / 5th / 6th Elective)**

2

TOTAL SESSIONS 30 TOTAL SESSIONS 30

YEAR 8 TIMETABLE
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** Please note that students who apply and are selected for our Athlete Development Program (ADP) or High
Achievers Program (HAP) will study 4 electives across the year - the other 2 electives will be dedicated to their
specialised program.



Arts Design Languages

Art Of The Ages Café Culture French Tourism

College Production Cake Decorating Japanese Tourism

Come Draw With Me Computer Programming Indonesian Tourism

Constructing With Clay Fashion Forward

   Digital Art 
Furniture

Graphic Design Iron Chef

 I’m An Architect Mangiamo

Media Sew Good

Photography  

Picasso’s People

Sculpture 3D 

The Art Studio

ARTS/DESIGN/LANGUAGES

ELECTIVES
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ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

ART OF THE
AGES

About The Subject
History develops, Art still stands. 

Students will investigate how the visual arts have
been used and developed through history from the
first primitive paintings in France, through to
modern art of our time. 

They will explore specific art eras looking at the
historical and social contexts of the work. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Illustrator 
Artist 
Historian 
Visual Merchandising 

What Will I Need?

The important role art has played throughout
history 
A wide range of art making mediums and
techniques when responding to these eras
including painting, drawing, printmaking and clay 
The design process of Investigate, Design, Create
and Reflect and how artists use this as a continual
cycle

* Listed on Booklist

Pen*
Grey lead*
Ruler*
Eraser*
Coloured Pencils*
Device (iPad or Laptop)
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COME DRAW
WITH ME

About The Subject
Peel your hands off the keyboard and pick up a
pencil instead! 

Whether students are looking for a fun creative
outlet to help them unwind, or they’re looking for a
sign to pursue their doodling hobby, this elective is
for any keen creative. 

Come Draw with Me is an elective for students who
are interested in developing their own drawing style.
 
Students will investigate a range of techniques,
styles and artist. They will explore sketching,
observational drawing, gestural and emotional
drawing by using different marks. Students will draw
on inspiration from Da Vinci to contemporary artists
and illustrators. 

This subject will look at the scope of how drawing is
used from artwork to illustration and design. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Illustrator 
Graphic Design 
Artist 
Animator  

What Will I Need?

Development of drawing skills 
Different materials from pencil, ink, charcoal and
pastels 
Elements and principles of art and how these are
applied to drawing and artwork 
Various artists and their work  

* Listed on Booklist

ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

Pen*
Grey lead*
Ruler*
Eraser*
Coloured Pencils*
Device (iPad or Laptop)
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CONSTRUCTING
WITH CLAY

About The Subject
Potters rely heavily on their hand-eye coordination
to shape their work and add intricate details to their
art pieces. 

Students will revisit and refine skills with using
coils, slabs and pinch pots together with joining and
other hand building techniques to create forms.
They will learn how artists use the design process to
investigate, design, create and reflect as a continual
cycle. 

Students will have the opportunity to explore
glazing and other rendering techniques. They will
look at developing a range of vessels and sculptural
forms. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Ceramisist 
Education 
Interior Design 
Sculptor  

What Will I Need?

Types of clay 
History of clay 
Hand building techniques, using forms and the
pottery wheel 
The artist design process: investigate, design,
create and reflect  

* Listed on Booklist

Pen*
Grey lead*
Device (iPad or Laptop)

ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES
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ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

I’M AN
ARCHITECT

About The Subject
Architecture is one of the most influential
professions in our global society. It influences the
way in which the built environment is planned,
designed, made, used and maintained.
 
Architecture brings together the arts,
environmental awareness, sciences and
technology. 

Students will explore technical drawing through a
range of technical drafting techniques from
perspective drawing, oblique, isometric and
orthographic drawing. 

Students will investigate techniques and symbols in
basic plan drawing for buildings and design their
own building. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Architecture 
Industrial Design 
Urban Planner
Graphic Design 
Interior Design  
Construction Manager

What Will I Need?

Fundamental concepts of design, including
balance, proportion, scale, and symmetry
Skills in architectural drafting, including creating
floor plans, elevations, and sections by hand
How to effectively communicate design ideas
through visual presentations, sketches, models,
and verbal explanations

Pen*
Grey lead*
Ruler*
Eraser*
Coloured Pencils*
Device (iPad or Laptop)

* Listed on Booklist
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PHOTOGRAPHY

About The Subject
Photography helps you capture anything you feel is
important to remember. Photographs play an
important role in everyone’s life. One photograph is
powerful enough to not only remind you of an event
or detail, but can bring you right back to the
feelings, sounds, and even smells of the moment. 
Social media has made it extremely easy to share
photos and have them seen by a potentially global
audience. But how do you get your photos noticed
when everyone else is sharing their photos in the
same way? 

Students will learn to use and understand a camera
and it’s functions. They will use the skills taught in
this course such as light, exposure, colour,
composition and timing to create effective photos. 

Students will explore the realms of; food
photography, flat lay photography, miniature scale
photography, portrait photography and more. 

They will learn how to use a DSLR camera and the
fundamentals of Adobe Photoshop. 

Students will form their own print and digital
portfolio which will be exhibited at the College. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Portrait Photography 
Fashion Photography 
Sports Photography 
Still Life Photography 
Editorial Photography 
Architectural Photography 
Editing and Post production 

What Will I Need?

DSLR camera features and functions 
Photography history 
Photoshop techniques 
Composition techniques 
Exposure 
Ethics vs. aesthetics  

Pen*
Device (iPad or Laptop)

* Listed on Booklist

ARTS / DESK
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ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

PICASSO’S
PEOPLE

About The Subject
Do you have an interesting take on art? Can you see
things in paintings that others have no idea what
you’re talking about? Do you know what cubism is?
OK, don’t worry about everything else... If you love
painting, then Picasso’s People is for you.

Using the design process of investigate, design,
create and reflect, students will learn the basics of
painting using a variety of techniques and styles.

They will research famous paintings and manipulate
the elements of art to design and create their own
works, through experimentation of a variety of
painting techniques using mediums such as
acrylics, gouache & water colour.

Students will explore a variety of subject matters
and develop their own painting style.

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?







DESIGN
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ART / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

CAFÉ
CULTURE

About The Subject
Melbourne is the coffee and café capital of the
world. Lattes and smashed avocado are a staple for
many Melbournians every weekend for brunch and
every day as fuel. Baristas are the new rock stars.
Café Culture will aim to help introduce you to the
inner workings of the hospitality industry. 

Students will be required to run, maintain and
operate the College coffee cart as well as
investigate how to manage and run a functioning
café. This learning will be undertaken through hands
on learning tasks that directly relate to the real
world. 

Students may be required to dedicate one morning a
week before school, recess or lunch time to operate
the coffee cart as a small business. 

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
Barista 
Café Manager 
Café Assistant  
Hospitality Manager
Café Supply Chain Manager
Event Planner

What Will I Need?

Coffee making skills 
Waitering skills 
Design process to create ideas 
Customer service skills 
Marketing and advertising 
Ordering and purchasing 
Complex cooking techniques  

Pen*
Grey lead*
Highlighter*
Coloured pencils*
Device (iPad or Laptop)
Keep cup

* Listed on Booklist
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ARTS / DESIGN / LANGUAGES

FASHION
FORWARD

About The Subject
Have an eye for fashion? 

Express your creativity, your sense of style and
passion for fashion in this elective. 

Fashion Forward is an exciting gateway into the
dynamic world of fashion. This elective is designed
to immerse students in the latest trends and
timeless principles of fashion, combining history
with cutting-edge innovation. 

From analysing past and current trends to
mastering design techniques and understanding
sustainable practices, students will gain a
comprehensive view of the fashion industry. They'll
learn to create compelling fashion illustrations,
develop their own brand concepts, and explore the
role of technology in shaping the future of fashion.

Join us in shaping the future of fashion and turning
your passion into a thriving career!

What Will I Learn?

Where Can This Lead Me?
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LANGUAGES
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